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( 50.01  COMBINED UTILITY SYSTEMS.
The water and sewerage systems and the electrical and gas systems of the city, together with all improvements, extensions and betterments thereto, are hereby combined into one system and shall be known as the combined utility system of the city.

((88 Code, ( 17.101)

( 50.02  AUTHORITY AND CONTROL.
(A)
(1)
The combined utility system shall be under the direct control of the City Council, and all rates shall be fixed by it.

(2)
Rules and regulations as are necessary and proper for an orderly and businesslike operation of the system shall be adopted from time to time.  ((88 Code, ( 17.201)

(B)
The following rules and regulations are hereby adopted for an orderly operation of the combined utility system:


3

2013 S‑2

4
Bennettsville - Public Works
(1)
The City Council shall select a competent person as Director of Public Utilities and, with the advice of the Director, select the necessary employees, fix their salaries and prescribe their duties.

(Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)

( 50.03  FISCAL YEAR.
The combined utility system shall be operated on a fiscal year basis, commencing on May 1 of each year and ending on April 30 of the succeeding year.

((88 Code, ( 17.202)

( 50.04  BILLINGS FOR ONE SYSTEM.
(A)
Bills for the utility systems service will be issued monthly by the Utility Department of the city, hereinafter referred to as the Department, unless specifically stated to the contrary.  The Department will make every reasonable effort to see that each patron of the Department receives his bill, but no responsibility will be assumed for nondelivery when a bill has been mailed at the Post Office.

(B)
All bills shall be mailed on the 10th and 25th of each calendar month according to cycle for billing.  The bills shall be paid on or before the twentieth day of the month in which rendered.  Any person failing to make payment as above provided shall pay a penalty of 10% of the total amount of the monthly bill and shall be subject to having his water, sewer and gas services disconnected without notice.  In the event the services are disconnected as above provided, a fee as designated by City Council from time to time as necessary shall be charged for reconnecting water and sewer service and a fee as designated by City Council from time to time as necessary for reconnecting gas service.

((88 Code, ( 17.203) (Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)

( 50.05  DEPOSITS; DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE.
(A)
A deposit equal to two months probable service will be required from all users of gas, water and sewer, but the owner of any premises served with gas, water and sewer will be exempted from the deposits.  In the event the owner rents the premises to a tenant, the tenant will be required to make a deposit unless the owner, by guaranteeing the bill, assumes all obligations in regard to service rendered the premises and, in the event the tenant fails to pay bills for service rendered, the owner agrees to pay the same.  Until the bills are paid in full, no further service will be furnished the premises.

(2)
The city reserves the right to discontinue water, gas and sewer service to a consumer who either is indebted for one of these services previously furnished to him or has a member of his household, family or business who is indebted for any of these services previously furnished.

((88 Code, ( 17.204) 
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(B)
(1)
The city reserves the right to discontinue service immediately if it is found that an electric, gas or water meter has been tampered with.

(2)
All electric meters on the city system shall be sealed to prevent meter tampering.  Upon detection of a broken meter seal, electric service will be discontinued immediately and a cut‑seal charge of $150 will be added to the customer(s utility bill.  Electric service will not be restored until the $150 cut‑seal charge is paid in full.

(3)
The city also reserves the right to prosecute a utility customer guilty of meter tampering in accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina as amended.

((88 Code, ( 17.205) 

( 50.06  SERVICE CHARGES.
(A)
Utility service charges shall be as designated by City Council from time to time as necessary.

(B)
A 10% penalty shall be charged for late payment of all utility bills.

((88 Code, ( 17.206) (Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)

( 50.07  METERING OF SERVICES.
All services shall be metered.  Where electric or water meters fail to register, bills shall be computed by taking an average of the three most recent months.  Where gas meters fail to register, bills shall be computed by comparison with the same month of the previous year.  When, at the request of the customer or otherwise, electric, gas or water meters have been tested by the Department, or any other party approved by the Department, and found to be more than 3% fast, previous bills reflecting the inaccuracy will be adjusted accordingly, but in no case will adjustment exceed six months prior billing. If a meter is tested at the consumer(s request more than once in any six-month period, the consumer shall pay a service charge as designated by City Council from time to time as necessary for the service.  In the event the meter is found to be more than 3% fast, the consumer shall have his bill adjusted as stated above, and no service charge will be applied.

((88 Code, ( 17.207)

( 50.08  CONSUMER CLAIMS; RESTRICTIONS.
(A)
No claim or demand that a consumer may have against the city shall be considered as an offset for payment for services furnished under these regulations.  ((88 Code, ( 17.208)
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(B)
The electric, gas, water and sewer services delivered to the consumer shall be for the purpose of operating machinery, apparatus and appliances in and upon the consumer(s plant or premises and for those purposes only.  The consumer shall not use, apply or permit to be used or applied, any services at any place or in any manner or for any purpose, other than as provided for in the service contract.  The service consumer shall not have the right to transfer or assign his contract, nor to sell or dispose of to others, the whole or any part of the services delivered.  ((88 Code, ( 17.209)

( 50.09  ERECTION OF POLES AND THE LIKE; LIABILITY.
(A)
(1)
The Department shall exercise due care and caution in the erection, excavation, installing, and the like, of service wires, poles, pipes and other pertinent equipment on the consumer(s premises.  The consumer shall agree that employees of the Department, and its agents, shall have the right to enter the consumer(s premises for the purpose of making all necessary installations, inspections, repairs and readings and for any other reasons for administering this service.

(2)
Any installation made by the Department will be subject to removal or change only by the Department, its agents or successors.  ((88 Code, ( 17.210)

(B)
The Department shall use reasonable diligence in providing regular and uninterrupted supply of electricity, gas or water, but should the supply of electricity, gas and/or water be interrupted or fail by accident or any cause whatsoever, except negligence on the part of the Department, the Department shall not be liable for the interruption or failure and the Department shall not be liable for any damage sustained by the consumer by reason thereof.  ((88 Code, ( 17.211)

( 50.10  SERVICE CONTRACTS.
The rules and regulations found in this chapter shall be referred to in, and made a part of, each contract for electric, gas or water service.

((88 Code, ( 17.212)
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All fees, rates and charges are adopted by Council each fiscal year and are subject to change from time to time as necessary.

(Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)
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( 51.01  DEFINITIONS.
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.

ASHES.  The cold residue from the burning of wood, coal or other combustible materials.

COMMERCIAL CONTAINER or BULK CONTAINER.  A metal container, provided by the customer, of not less than four cubic yards or larger than eight cubic yards capacity, to be water tight, of all steel construction, with doors opening on top and on sides in larger containers, and shall be constructed to be emptied by a self‑loading truck.  The container shall be of standard design, suitable for pick‑up by city vehicles, and approved by the Public Works Director and subject to approval of the City Administrator.

CONSTRUCTION WASTE or BUILDING WASTE.  Any and all refuse or residue resulting from building construction, repairs or demolition, and shall include grading, shrubbing, and the like, in connection with any building or landscape work on any premises, commercial or residential, or from replacement of building equipment or appliances.
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CURBSIDE.  The area at the edge of the road where garbage and trash shall be placed.  That area immediately adjacent to the edge of the roadway.

ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTOR.  Any police officer, inspection officer, litter control officer or other city employee as may be designated an ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTOR by the Administrator.

GARBAGE.  Putrescible animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking and consumption of food.

HAZARDOUS WASTE.  Includes paint, poison, acids, caustics, explosives, chemicals, petroleum derivatives, hot ashes or coals or highly contaminated material such as human or animal waste, which would constitute a danger to collection personnel or to anyone who may come in contact with the waste.

HOUSEHOLD.  A house or tenement.

HOUSEHOLDER.  One who occupies a house or tenement alone or as the head of a household.

REFUSE or RUBBISH.  Includes yard clippings, cardboard boxes, leaves, tree trimmings, grass clippings and clippings from shrubs in the yard of a house holder.  This is to include white goods, washing machines, stoves, hot water heaters, refrigerators, and the like.

ROLL‑A‑WASTE CONTAINER.  A type of garbage container provided by the city and specified by the City Council and/or City Administrator, for use in garbage collection.  The container shall remain the property of the city.

(Ord. 94-07-01, passed 7-12-94; Am. Ord. 019‑01‑020, passed 1‑15‑19)

( 51.02  ADMINISTRATION; AUTHORITY.
(A)
(1)
The City Administrator as the chief administrative officer of the city is responsible for the administration and enforcement of the provisions contained in this chapter.

(2)
Whenever in this chapter the City Administrator or the Public Works Director are vested with discretion to act in certain matters, under guidelines established for the proper exercise of the discretion, either may, at his election, act through a designee observing the same guidelines which would be applicable to the City Administrator or Public Works Director.

(B)
The City Administrator shall empower specified employees of the city to be environmental inspectors and to enforce the provisions of this chapter.  Environmental inspectors shall inspect alleged violations, issue warning notices of violations setting forth the corrective measures required, perform reinspections to determine compliance, order abatement measures, initiate police or court action, testify if indicated, and shall perform other duties as shall be required for the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.
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(C)
An environmental inspector of the city shall have the responsibility of making a systematic, street‑by‑street inspections of the city to determine compliance with this chapter.  An environmental inspector shall promptly inspect and make required determinations whenever a complaint is made by a citizen.

(D)
The environmental inspectors of the city are hereby expressly authorized to go upon private property for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this chapter.  It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder or refuse to allow any properly identified public official to enter upon private property for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this chapter.

(Ord. 94-07-01, passed 7-12-94)

( 51.03  ACCOUNTABILITY.
Whenever the owner of any property shall place any occupant, tenant or other person in charge of any property, the occupant, tenant or other person in charge may be held personally accountable for permitting or allowing any violation of this chapter, as in the case of any other misdemeanor, and the owner may be held personally accountable for any costs incurred by the city in taking corrective action, whether the failure of action is occasioned by the owners, occupant, tenant or other person in charge of the property.

(Ord. 94-07-01, passed 7-12-94)

( 51.04  CONTAINERS; CONSTRUCTION AND PLACEMENT.
(A)
Containers; garbage and recyclables.
(1)
All single‑family residential units within the city shall have a mobile roll‑a‑waste container.  Roll‑a‑waste containers shall be 95-gallon size with wheels and lids as approved by the Public Works Director.  One roll-a‑waste container will be furnished to each household and/or property owner in the city and will remain the property of the city.  Owners of households receiving service for the first time due to new construction or annexation shall be provided with a roll‑a-waste container by the city which will remain the property of the city. Future replacement of containers for any reason other than the negligence of the city shall be a the expense of the property owner.  The City Public Works Director shall notify the property owner of the cost of the container and the requirements for payment before service can be continued or commenced.  Roll‑a‑waste containers shall not be altered in any way which would impede proper garbage disposal service.

(2)
In the event one roll‑a‑waste container is not sufficient to hold the quantity of garbage accumulated between collections, one additional container may be purchased by the householder/tenant from the city.  If this person moves to a location outside the city the cost of the container will be refunded provided that the container is returned in good condition.
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(B)
Residential pick‑up producers.
(1)
Accumulations of garbage shall be placed in roll‑a‑waste containers.  Roll‑a‑waste containers shall be placed at the curbside no earlier than 7:00 p.m. on the evening prior to the designated collection day and shall be removed from the curbside by 7:00 p.m. on the designated collection day.  A householder who fails to remove a container from the curbside within 24 hours after the designated collection day shall be in violation of this chapter.  Containers shall be stored at the sides or back of houses when not at curbside for collection.

(2)
Household garbage shall be placed in roll‑a‑waste containers so that the contents shall not extend above the rim of the container which shall be closed at all times except when filling and emptying.  All items in roll-a‑waste containers shall be mashed or broken down to their smallest size before depositing in the container.  Garbage placed at the curbside which are not inside an approved receptacle when sanitation crews arrive for collection will not be collected and shall be in violation of this chapter. It shall be unlawful to place discarded tires, hazardous waste, large metal objects, major appliances, electronics, furniture or the similar objects in or beside trash container.

(3)
Roll‑a‑waste containers or recycling bins shall not be placed on sidewalks, entrance walkways, driveways, streets or on the property of another or in such a manner to obstruct the free flow of traffic or drainage along any public street.

(4)
Backyard garbage service to disabled persons with physical handicaps may, at the discretion of the Public Works Director, be provided when there is no one in the residence or employed by the household physically capable of moving the roll‑a‑waste container from the backyard to the curbside. A doctor(s statement of disability must be furnished to substantiate existence of disability.  Placement of container for easy access by sanitation workers will be determined by the Public Works Director or his designee.

(5)
Roll‑a‑waste containers, recycling bins and the surrounding area shall be kept in a sanitary condition by the householder/tenant.  Repair or replacement of roll‑a‑waste containers or recycling bins under normal wear and tear or as a result of negligence of city collection forces shall be the responsibility of the city.  Any repairs or replacement due to the negligence of the property owner or tenant shall be the responsibility of the party.
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(C)
Use and maintenance.  The containers may not be used for purposes other than the storage of garbage and recyclables which are noncombustible.  The deposits of poisons, acids, caustics, explosives, soils, construction materials, furniture or any other materials which could cause damage to these containers or mechanical lifting devices of collection vehicles is prohibited.  Writing, marking, cutting, painting or any abusive treatment of the containers is prohibited.

(D)
Receptacles and containers; commercial and business establishments.
(1)
Any commercial establishment, manufacturer, wholesale or retail business, hospital, clinic, church, school, apartment building or complex or any other location where the use of the containers may be considered to be advantageous to the general welfare of the city for reasons of health, economy or appearance, may be required to use a commercial container individually or jointly depending on quantity of refuse and garbage normally accumulated.  The Public Works Director shall determine the need for and the size and number of any containers, based on the quantity of refuse and the schedule of collection.

(2)
Any commercial establishment or retail business whose pickup schedule, location or volume of refuse and garbage does not, as determined by the Public Works Director, justify economical and practical service by self loading equipment may be required to accept residential type pickup service and shall not be required to use a commercial container, but instead be furnished with a roll‑a‑waste container in like manner as is required for use by households.  The service shall be subject to the requirements and provisions applicable to household garbage collection service as set forth.

(3)
Commercial or bulk containers shall be furnished by the user/customer and will be serviced by the city at and for the fees from time to time set forth by the city.  Size of containers and scheduling of pickup service shall be determined by the Public Works Director.

(4)
Users of commercial or bulk containers shall construct an adequate pad on which to place the required container, located according to city specifications, and shall maintain adequate means for access thereto.  Bulk containers shall not be placed on the sidewalk, grass plot, curb, gutter line or street.  Bulk containers will not be serviced if ready access is not available to the container for use by sanitation trucks. 

(5)
All boxes, cartons and containers shall be broken down to their smallest possible dimensions before being deposited in bulk containers.

(6)
It shall be unlawful to set garbage, refuse, trash or other material outside of bulk containers.  The materials shall not be collected by city forces.

(7)
It shall be unlawful to burn garbage, refuse, trash or other material in bulk containers.
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(8)
It shall be unlawful to place discarded tires, hazardous waste, large metal objects, major appliances, furniture or the similar objects in or beside bulk container.  Any person, corporation or commercial establishment engaged in manufacturing, recapping or assembling tires must arrange for removal from their premises all discarded tires as no city pick‑up service will be provided for the disposition.

(9)
Privately-owned commercial or bulk containers shall be kept in proper operating condition by the owner.  The user thereof shall maintain the containers in a sanitary condition and keep the lids closed at all times except when filling and emptying.  The containers which are damaged, destroyed or burned through abuse, neglect or improper use by the users, shall be replaced by the owner at the expense of the users thereof.  Bulk containers shall be replaced by the owner when the same are damaged and unusable due to normal and reasonable usage and age.


(10)
The city shall not be responsible for the removal of garbage or trash from any business, commercial establishment, apartment complex or other establishment required to obtain a bulk container due to volume of garbage or refuse which fails to obtain or rent the container for use as required herein.


(11)
It shall be the responsibility of the owner of a commercial or bulk container to secure or lock the container when, at the determination of the Public Works Director, refuse or garbage is being deposited unlawfully by those other than the owner.

(E)
Bulk containers; apartment buildings and complexes.
(1)
The owners of multiple residential units containing more than six dwellings shall be required to use bulk containers of sufficient size and quantity to accommodate the maximum amount of waste generated by the residential complex.  Where bulk containers are utilized, it shall be the joint responsibility of the person or agency responsible for the apartment building or complex and occupants thereof, to see that all garbage and refuse deriving therefrom is placed in the bulk container at its specified location as determined by the city, with due regard for loading conditions and convenience. 

(2)
Any failure to place the garbage or refuse in the bulk container, which results in littering the premises, shall constitute a violation of this chapter.

(3)
Where apartment buildings and complexes are receiving garbage and refuse service by self‑loading bulk containers, the service shall be subject to the requirements and provisions applicable to commercial and business establishment garbage and refuse service as set forth.

(4)
Any solid waste item that, at the determination of the city, has a high probability of inflicting damage to the collection equipment used by the city shall be excluded from the collection process.
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(F)
Removal; damage prohibited.
(1)
It shall be unlawful for any person to remove any roll‑a‑waste container from its designated premises or to maliciously damage any roll‑a‑waste container.

(2)
It shall be unlawful:

(a)
For any unauthorized person to remove, disarrange or interfere with a roll‑a‑waste container, recycling bin or bulk container used for the collection of refuse, garbage, recyclables or the contents of any container;

(b)
For any person to break or damage any roll‑a‑waste container, recycling bin or bulk container used for garbage, recyclable or refuse collection;

(c)
To fail to keep all refuse receptacles clean, sanitary tightly covered and in good repair;

(d)
To place hot ashes, or any burning matter in any roll‑a‑waste container or bulk container; and/or

(e)
To place in a roll‑a‑waste container or bulk container loose construction and/or demolition waste, industrial refuse, special refuse and animal or agricultural waste for collection by the sanitation division.

(Ord. 94-07-01, passed 7-12-94; Am. Ord. 019‑01‑020, passed 1‑15‑19)  Penalty, see ( 51.99

( 51.05  COLLECTION; DISTRICTS AND HOURS.
(A)
(1)
All garbage, refuse accumulated in the city shall be collected, conveyed and disposed of by the city under the direction and supervision of the Public Works Director as designee of the city.  The Public Works Director shall have the authority to make regulations concerning the days of collection, type and location of waste containers and other matters pertaining to the collection, conveyance and disposal as he shall find necessary, and to change and modify the same.  Regulations are not contrary to the provisions hereof.

(2)
It shall be unlawful for any person to fail, neglect or refuse to comply with the regulations so promulgated and approved.

(3)
No person, other than those under the direction of the Public Works Director, shall haul away or remove any refuse, garbage set out for collection as provided for in this chapter, except by written consent of the Public Works Director.
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(4)
It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with the city employees who are engaged in the collection of garbage and waste matter.  It shall be unlawful for any person to require or request any city employee engaged in the collection of garbage and waste matter to do more than return the empty container to the designated point of pickup on the property.

(B)
The city shall collect residential garbage at the curbside based upon a once a week schedule as prepared by the Director of Public Works.  The service shall commence at the time as shall hereinafter be authorized by the City Council.

(Ord. 94-07-01, passed 7-12-94; Am. Ord. 019‑01‑020, passed 1‑15‑19)  Penalty, see ( 51.99

( 51.06  UNLAWFUL DEPOSIT; BROWN GOODS.
(A)
(1)
It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit or place any garbage, within the meaning of this chapter, in any alley, street, stream or other public place within the city, nor shall any person deposit or place any garbage upon private property, whether owned by the person or not, within the limits of the city unless the same shall be enclosed in a suitable container.

(2)
It shall be unlawful for any person to discard, place, drop, throw or leave any paper, bottle, can, rubbish or any other waste matter, as defined in this chapter, upon any street, sidewalk or right‑of‑way of the city, or upon any private property within the limits of the city unless the same is deposited in a suitable container normally provided therefor.

(3)
It shall be unlawful for any person to bring any type of refuse that originates outside the city limits into the city for collection by city forces.  No refuse generated outside the corporate limits of the city may be placed in a bulk container or roll‑a-waste container in the city.

(4)
(a)
It shall be unlawful to dump, discard or otherwise cause or allow garbage, trash, asphalt, concrete or other refuse to be placed on any private or public property located within the city limits not designated as a dumping site by the zoning ordinance of the city. If any such refuse is so placed, the owner of the offending property is responsible for its complete removal within 30 days of receiving written notice by the Code Enforcement Officer to do so. Failure within 30 days following notice to do so shall subject the owner to a fine not to exceed $500 for the first offense. For a continuing violation of this section, each additional 30‑day increment of failure to completely remove said refuse shall subject the property owner to fines in additional increments of $500 for each 30‑day increment of failure to completely remove said refuse.

(b)
The city may provide by mutual agreement a suspension of the provisions of this division (A)(4) when there is a significant effort by a private property owner to clear an offending property and the best interest of the city would be served by providing the private property owner reasonable time in clearing an offending property of several acres.
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(B)
(Brown goods( shall include furniture, mattresses, carpeting, textile material and similar household items. 

(Ord. 94-07-01, passed 7-12-94; Am. Ord. 06-01-99, passed 5-15-99; Am. Ord. 16-01-001, passed 1‑19‑16; Am. Ord. 019‑01‑020, passed 1‑15‑19)  Penalty, see ( 51.99

( 51.07  YARD TRASH; TRIMMINGS AND PRUNINGS.
(A)
Waste matter shall be placed in any convenient containers that will prevent scattering.  Leaves to be picked up shall be enclosed in disposable containers such as plastic bags, securely tied, and placed at a location near the street to facilitate the collection process.

(B)
Normal seasonal yard trimmings and pruning in reasonable quantities will be removed by the city.  Abnormal quantities of trimmings or any lot clearing, tree removals or stumps shall be transported to the sanitary landfill by the owner or contractor.  In unusual cases, prior agreement shall be worked out with the office of the Public Works Director.

2019 S-4
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(C)
Shrubbery trimmings, tree trimmings, grass clippings and all other outdoor vegetation must be separated from the other trash or household materials placed at the curbside for collection.  Mixed trash and yard debris will not be collected by the city.

(Ord. 94-07-01, passed 7-12-94)  Penalty, see ( 51.99

( 51.08  CONSTRUCTION WASTES.
Every contractor, carpenter, building, tenant or homeowner who constructs, repairs or alters a building in the city shall remove all refuse incident to the construction, repairs or alterations at his own expense and no part thereof shall be deposited or left on the sidewalks adjacent thereto.

(Ord. 94-07-01, passed 7-12-94)  Penalty, see ( 51.99

( 51.09  NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS; REVIEW.
(A)
 (1)
Whenever an environmental inspector shall determine that a violation of the provisions of the chapter has occurred, the environmental inspector shall issue a first notice of code violation by personal delivery, mail or posting on the property.  The notice shall include the property address, date, code violation, specified number of days to correct the condition and an approximate date that a reinspection shall be made.

(2)
Violations so noted which are not corrected in the specified time shall be subject to the following provisions:

(a)
A written notice shall be served upon the owner and/or tenant requiring compliance with the provisions of this chapter within a specified period of time unless he initiates an administrative

review.  The notice shall be sufficient if served by any method permitted by Rule 4, S.C. Rules of Civil

Procedure, for the service of civil process.

(b)
If the violation is a nature which requires abatement, the notice given pursuant to division (a) above shall be addressed to the property owner and/or tenant and shall contain an estimate of the approximate cost for the city to undertake the required work and shall notify the owner that the total cost to the property owner shall be actual costs plus 50% surcharge for administrative expense.

(c)
If the addressee(s) of the written notice fails or neglects to cause correction of the prohibited conditions within the period of time specified in the notice, then, and in that event, representatives of the city may enter upon any lands and abate the condition by appropriate action.  The cost of the action, plus the 50% administrative surcharge, shall be billed to the owner and/or the tenant of the property.  In the event the billing shall remain unpaid for 30 days after mailing the billing to owner, then the cost shall constitute a lien against the property, collectible in the same manner as taxes assessed upon the property.
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(B)
(1)
In the event the addressee(s) disagrees with the determination of noncompliance with the provisions of this chapter, he may, within five days of receipt of written notice, provide the Public Works Director a written description of the particulars of disagreement and issues requiring review.  A review panel shall consider the particulars.  The panel shall be composed of three of the following: Code Enforcement Officer, Public Works Director, a member of the planning staff and/or City Building Inspection Official.

(2)
The scope of review of the panel shall be limited to a review of facts bearing on whether the property is or is not in compliance with this chapter, and the panel shall not have the discretionary authority to waive or relax the standards set forth in this section.  Within ten days after receipt of the application for review, the panel shall cause to be served on the addressee a report of findings of compliance or noncompliance.  In the event of a finding of noncompliance by the review panel, the report shall specify a number of days, not less than three, from receipt of report within which the prohibited condition must be brought into compliance.

(3)
Failure to bring the condition into compliance in the specified time shall result in abatement by the city as provided above and shall be subject to general penalties as described in ( 51.99.

(Ord. 94-07-01, passed 7-12-94)

( 51.10  FEES.
Each and every commercial, industrial, residential, institutional or otherwise, user of containers mechanically emptied on a regular basis by the Sanitation Department of the city shall be billed monthly, along with the billing for utility service.

(Ord. 94-07-01, passed 7-12-94)

( 51.99  PENALTY.
Violation of any section of this chapter shall be punishable by a fine of not more than $50 or imprisonment not exceeding 30 days.  Each day of noncompliance with any provision of this chapter shall constitute a separate offense.  In addition to any fine for each offense under the provisions of the chapter, the Court may also order restitution to the city for costs incurred in abating violating conditions. The Court, in addition to any monetary fine, may impose litter gathering labor or other public services as the Court may order, under supervision of the Court.  In lieu of any monetary fine, the Court may order litter gathering labor not to exceed one hour for each $5 of fine imposed, all as set forth in S.C. Code ( 16‑11‑700, as amended.

(Ord. 94-07-01, passed 7-12-94; Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)
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CHAPTER 52:  GAS SYSTEM
Section

52.01
Rates and service charges

52.02
Wholesale cost of gas

( 52.01  RATES AND SERVICE CHARGES.
Rates and service charges are included in the annual budget.

(Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)

( 52.02  WHOLESALE COST OF GAS.
Wholesale cost of gas, or WCG, is the city(s purchased gas cost from South Carolina Pipeline Corporation under Rate Schedule DS‑1 adjusted for losses, direct‑billed take‑or‑pay surcharges, and cumulative over-collections or under-collections.  The WCG factor will be calculated to the nearest thousandth of a cent per CCF.

(Ord. 89-11-0, passed 11-14-89)
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CHAPTER 53:  ELECTRICITY
Section

General Provisions
53.01
Bills; delinquent payment

53.02
Deposits

53.03
Submetering

53.04
Single meters; multiple dwelling units

53.05
Temporary service

53.06
Underground service

53.07
Whole power cost adjustments

Types of Service; Rates
53.20
R, residential service

53.21
C-S, small commercial service

53.22
C-L, large commercial and industrial service

53.23
A-L, customer area light service

GENERAL PROVISIONS
( 53.01  BILLS; DELINQUENT PAYMENT.
(A)
Bills shall be paid at the City Hall on or before the due date for that billing cycle.  If payment is not made within this period, service shall be subject to suspension.

(B)
For all consumers, a charge of 10% shall be added to any bills not paid on or before the due date.

(C)
When electric, gas, or water service is discontinued for nonpayment, full payment of the delinquent account shall be paid before reconnection is made.

((88 Code, ( 17.601)  (Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)
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( 53.02  DEPOSITS.
(A)
(1)
At the time application for service is made, a utility deposit shall be required which will be held by the city until service is terminated.  At that time, the deposit will be returned to the consumer, less any outstanding charges.

(2)
No interest shall be paid on the deposit.

(B)
The deposit shall be equal to two months probable service.  There shall be a minimum deposit of $150 for any and all services.  For mobile homes, there shall be a minimum deposit of $150.

((88 Code, ( 17.602)

( 53.03  SUBMETERING.
This rate shall not be permitted for resale, and no meters shall be installed on individual units beyond the city meter.

((88 Code, ( 17.604)

( 53.04  SINGLE METERS; MULTIPLE DWELLING UNITS.
(A)
When more than one dwelling unit is served by a single meter, each and every dwelling unit shall comply with the requirements of the schedule involved.  The monthly bill shall be computed by dividing the total kilowatt hours metered during the billing period by the number of dwellings units, then calculating a bill per dwelling unit from the rate.

(B)
The total bill shall be the bill per dwelling unit multiplied by the number of dwelling units.

((88 Code, ( 17.605)

( 53.05  TEMPORARY SERVICE.
At the discretion of the city, a charge for temporary service may be charged based on current fees and schedules.

((88 Code, ( 17.606) (Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)

2013 S‑2


Electricity
27

( 53.06  UNDERGROUND SERVICE.
(A)
Residential services.
(1)
Underground service may be available for residential purposes on request where service has not been previously supplied. The charge will be the current costs of labor and material per foot for installation of underground line from an overhead transformer for the purpose of connecting electric service to a residential premise.

(2)
Residential underground service may be available where current overhead service already exists. The charge will be the current costs of labor and material per foot for installation of underground line from an overhead transformer for the purpose of connecting electric service to a residential premise.

(3)
Underground may be available for security light at the current cost per foot of material and labor.

(B)
Small commercial service (200 amps or less).  Underground commercial service may be available to customer. The charge will be the current costs of labor and material per foot for installation of underground line from an overhead transformer for the purpose of connecting electric service to premise.

(C)
Large commercial service (200 amps or larger).  The city will not provide secondary wire for large commercial services. The city will only provide transformer, primary wire, and metering equipment. Also, the city will require the customer to provide pad for underground large commercial transformer. The city will provide the spec for pad.

((88 Code, ( 17.607)  (Am. Ord. 11‑09‑01, passed 9‑20‑11)

( 53.07  WHOLE POWER COST ADJUSTMENTS.
(A)
Charges for electric service will be adjusted by a credit or charge when the average cost of power from Carolina Power and Light Company and Southeastern Power Administration differs from the average cost incorporated into basic electric rates.

(B)
An annualized WPCA factor per kWh will be calculated each year for billings from May through the following April.  The annualized factor will be reviewed and adjusted in August, November and February to reconcile estimated collections during the year with power costs incurred, including losses.  WPCA factors will be applicable to all metered kWh billed under the city(s electric service schedules.

(Ord. 89-10-0, passed 11-14-89)
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TYPES OF SERVICE; RATES
( 53.20  R, RESIDENTIAL SERVICE.
(A)
Availability.
(1)
The R rate shall be available only to residential consumers for lighting, cooking, heating, refrigeration and incidental power supplied to the individual residence or apartment.

(2)
Underground service shall be available for residential purposes on request where service has not previously been supplied.  Any extension beyond 150 feet shall be done at a charge of $1.25 per foot.

(3)
Old services may be changed to underground services on request, by payment of $175.

((88 Code, ( 17.611)

(B)
General service; regulations made part of schedule.  The applicable provisions of (( 53.01 through 53.07 shall be made a part of this schedule.  ((88 Code, ( 17.612)

(C)
Type of service.  The city shall furnish 60 cycle service through one meter, at one delivery point, at the following approximate voltage:  single phase, 120/240 volts.  ((88 Code, ( 17.613)

(D)
Rates. All fees, rates, and charges are adopted by City Council each fiscal year and are subject to change from time to time as necessary.

((88 Code, ( 17.614)  (Ord. 10‑87, passed - - ; Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12) 

(E)
Payment.  Payment under this schedule shall be in conformance with (( 53.01 through 53.07.  ((88 Code, ( 17.615)

( 53.21  C‑S, SMALL COMMERCIAL SERVICE.
(A)
Availability.
(1)
The C‑S rates shall be available only to commercial or industrial consumers for lighting, cooking, heating, refrigeration and other power service supplied to the individual store or commercial establishment purchasing all of its power requirements from the city and having a demand less than 30 kW.  When the demand exceeds 30 kW, or a previous past demand has exceeded 30 kW, ( 53.22 shall apply.
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(2)
Underground service shall be available for commercial purposes at a rate of $125 for the first 150 feet, or a portion thereof.  Any extension beyond 150 feet shall be at an additional charge of $1 per foot.

(3)
Space shall be provided on the property for the installation of transformers, duct systems and any other facilities necessary for the city to install the service equipment.  Underground or ground level vaults shall be constructed in conformance with the city(s specifications, should such be required.

((88 Code, ( 17.616)

(B)
General service regulations made part of schedule.  The applicable provisions of (( 53.01 through 53.07 shall be made a part of this schedule.

((88 Code, ( 17.617)

(C)
Type of service.
(1)
The city shall furnish 60 cycle service through one meter at one of the following voltages:

(a)
Single phase, 120/240 volts.

(b)
Three phase, 208/120 volts or three phase, 480/288 volts from a four‑wire wye connected circuit.

(2)
Prospective consumers should ascertain the available type of service by inquiry at the City Hall before purchasing equipment.

(3)
Motors of five horsepower, or less, may be single phase but all motors shall be of types approved by the city, with minimum starting current and with controlling devices where necessary.

(4)
Customers receiving three phase service shall provide three phase protection.  The city shall not be liable for single phasing of any installation.

((88 Code, ( 17.618)

(D)
Rates. All fees, rates, and charges are adopted by City Council each fiscal year and are subject to change from time to time as necessary.

(E)
Payment.  Payment shall be in conformance with (( 53.01 through 53.07.  ((88 Code, ( 17.620)

(Ord. 10‑87, passed - - ; Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)
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( 53.22  C‑L, LARGE COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL SERVICE.
(A)
Availability.
(1)
The C‑L rates shall be available only to commercial consumers for lighting, cooking, heating, refrigeration and other power service supplied to the individual store, commercial or industrial establishment purchasing all of its power requirements from the city and having a demand greater than 20 kW.

(2)
Underground service shall be available for commercial purposes at a charge of $125 for the first 150 feet or a portion thereof.  Any extension beyond 150 feet shall be an additional charge of $1 per foot.

(3)
Space shall be provided on the property for the installation of transformers, duct systems and any other facilities necessary for the city to install the service equipment.  Underground or ground level vaults shall be constructed in conformance with the city(s specifications.

((88 Code, ( 17.621)

(B)
General service regulations made part of schedule.  The applicable provisions of (( 53.01 through 53.07 shall be made a part of this schedule.  ((88 Code, ( 17.622)

(C)
Type of service.
(1)
The city shall furnish 60 cycle service through one meter at one of the following voltages:

(a)
Single phase, 120/240 volts.

(b)
Three phase, 208/120 volts or three phase, 480/277 volts from a four‑wire wye connected circuit.

(c)
Three phase, 7.2/12.47, four‑wire wye connected circuit.

(2)
Prospected consumers should ascertain the available type of service by inquiry at the City Hall before purchasing equipment.

(3)
Motors of five horsepower or less may be single phase but all motors shall be of types approved by the city, with minimum starting current and with controlling devices where necessary.

(4)
Customers receiving three phase service shall provide three phase protection.  The city will not be liable for single phasing of any installation.

((88 Code, ( 17.623)
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(D)
Rates. All fees, rates, and charges are adopted by City Council each fiscal year and are subject to change from time to time as necessary.

(E)
Billing demand.
(1)
The billing demand shall be the maximum kW registered for the billing month on the demand meter during a 15‑minute interval but not less than 65% of the first 10,000 kW plus 85% of any additional previously established maximum demand, but in no event, less than 30 kW.

(2)
Any large commercial customer whose demand is less than 30 kW per month for eight  consecutive months shall be billed as a small commercial customer and continue to be so billed, until the time as his demand exceeds 30 kW.

(3)
Where the power factor of the consumer(s installation is less than 85% the city may correct the kW demand for that month by multiplying by 85 and dividing by the actual power factor.

((88 Code, ( 17.625)

(Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)

( 53.23  A‑L, CUSTOMER AREA LIGHT SERVICE.
(A)
Availability.  Security lights shall be available for customers where practical.  An installation fee of $100 will be charged for mobile homes and rental property.  All work orders for security lights shall be made only in the utility office and a one-year contract shall be signed by the applicant.  Security lights shall not be metered.  The prevailing fee shall be charged.  ((88 Code, ( 17.626)

(B)
General service regulations made part of schedule.  The applicable provisions of (( 53.01 through 53.07 shall be made a part of this schedule.  ((88 Code, ( 17.627)

(C)
Type of service
(1)
The A-L type of service shall be for high-pressure sodium or incandescent units mounted on wood poles. Service shall include installation, maintenance and electrical energy.  Illumination shall be from dusk to dawn.

(2)
Initial installation shall include the lighting unit, one pole and one span of secondary from an existing pole line.  Additional spans of secondary, poles, pole grounds, and the like, shall be paid for by the consumer, as designated below.  The pole shall be located so the city can service it as to not cause property damage to others or customer.

(3)
All items of material and equipment used to make the installation shall remain the property of the city.

((88 Code, ( 17.628)
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(D)
Rates.  The A-L customer area light service rate shall be as follows:  All fees, rates, and charges are adopted by City Council each fiscal year and are subject to change from time to time as necessary.

(E)
Payment.  Payment under this schedule shall be in conformance with (( 53.01 through 53.07.

((88 Code, ( 17.630)

(F)
Customer Attachments.  Customer attachments should not be allowed to be placed on area light poles.  Examples of these attachments include, but are not limited to, basketball back boards and satellite TV dishes.

(Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)
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CHAPTER 54:  GENERAL WATER AND SEWER PROVISIONS
Section

54.01
Unauthorized connections

54.02
Extensions and assessments

54.03
Connections required

54.04
Service required

54.05
Reimbursements

54.06
Cross-connections prohibited

54.07
Backflow prevention devices

54.08
Rates and fees

( 54.01  UNAUTHORIZED CONNECTIONS.
(A)
(1)
It shall be unlawful for any person, without the authority of the city, to connect any pipe with the pipes of the waterworks or to make any changes, enlargements, extensions or repairs in any supply pipes of the waterworks, or to turn on the water on any premises after the same has been cut off by order of the city or its officers or agents.

(2)
It shall be unlawful, except in case of fire, or at the direction of a person legally authorized to so direct, for any person to open any fireplug and allow the water to escape therefrom.

((88 Code, ( 17.404)

(B)
It shall be unlawful to connect to the sanitary system of the city without official permission and the payment of a tap fee as required herein.  ((88 Code, ( 17.405)

Penalty, see ( 10.99

( 54.02  EXTENSIONS AND ASSESSMENTS.
(A)
Upon written request of any property owner, the city may provide water and sewer service in accordance with this chapter.

(B)
The City Council is hereby authorized to accept or reject any requests for extension of water and sewer service.
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( 54.03  CONNECTION REQUIRED.
All residential, commercial and industrial buildings, wherein potable water is used, shall be connected to the city water and sewerage systems, provided such systems are available in the environs of such buildings.

( 54.04  SERVICE REQUIRED.
(A)
Inside city limits.  

(1)
All utilities of the city shall be furnished to any applicant situated within the city limits, if the requested utility service is available.  If the requested service is not available at the time of the request, it shall be furnished at such time as it is available; provided, however, an applicant may obtain immediate service by paying all costs incurred in the extension of necessary facilities and conveying title to same to the city.  The construction and installation of such facilities shall be under the direction and supervision of the city and subject to standards and specifications required by the city.

(2)
If sanitary sewerage is not available from the city, a certificate from the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC), approving a septic tank for the property, shall be obtained and submitted with the request for water service to the property.

(3)
Services for all utilities furnished pursuant to this section shall be charged to the customer, in accordance with the rates set forth in the applicable current rate schedule for the service furnished.

(B)
Outside city limits.  Utility services outside the corporate limits shall be furnished, subject to the following:

(1)
Any available city utility service may be furnished, upon request, to any applicant situated outside the corporate limits.  To receive the requested service, the owner of the property to which service is requested shall agree to annex the property to the city, if it is contiguous to the incorporated area of the city, but if it is not contiguous at the time, the owner shall agree to annex the property to the city at such time it may become contiguous.

(2)
If the requested utility service is not available, the owner of the property to which service is requested shall agree to annex the property to the city, if it is contiguous to the incorporated area of the city, but if it is not contiguous at the time, the owner shall agree to annex the property to the city at such time it may become contiguous.  All utility facilities shall be constructed at the owner(s expense.  All such construction shall comply with city specifications and shall be subject to supervision by the city.  Title to all facilities and proper easements shall be conveyed to the city.  All connection and utility charges shall be in accordance with the applicable current in‑city rate schedule for the service furnished.
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( 54.05  REIMBURSEMENTS.
(A)
In the event an owner develops an area bearing the expense of water and sewer mains and facilities, conveys them to the city and agrees to annexation into the city, the city may reimburse said owner 50% of the cost of construction of the water and sewer facilities with the exception of engineering, inspection or service lines or taps.

(B)
(1)
To receive the reimbursement, the owner must submit a written request for reimbursement to the City Administrator including a project description, drawings, and budget.  All requests are subject to the approval of the City Administrator.  He/she shall review the request to determine the economic feasibility of the project.

(2)
If approved, reimbursement payments will be made annually on a prorated basis.  The amount reimbursed will be determined from the total actual construction costs for the project divided by the number of planned services times the number of certificates of occupancy issued during any calendar year beginning on the date of transfer of title of utility facilities to the city and ending on December 31st of the fifth year following the date of transfer of title of facilities.  Provided the invoice is approved for reimbursement, the City shall provide payment within 60 days.

(Ord. 02-06-01, passed 6‑18‑02)

( 54.06  CROSS‑CONNECTIONS PROHIBITED.
No cross connections with any other water system shall be permitted.

((88 Code, ( 17.413)  (Ord. 86‑04‑0, passed 7‑8‑86)  Penalty, see ( 10.99

( 54.07  BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICES.
(A)
New services.
(1)
All residential three-quarter-inch and one-inch services will have a residential dual check valve installed at the water meter.  There will be no connection made between the meter and device.  The residential dual check valve will be installed by the city with the cost of installation included in the tap fee.

(2)
New services to commercial establishments will be protected from backflow as follows:

(a)
Three-fourths-inch and one-inch services to establishments in which water use is similar to residential water use will have a residential dual check valve installed at the water meter by the city.

2002 S-1
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(b)
All services to commercial establishments using water in equipment or processes having a low or intermediate hazard will install an approved double check valve assembly.  The double check valve assembly will be installed by the customer at a location in the service line approved by the City Utilities Department.

(c)
All services to commercial establishments using water in equipment or processes having a high degree of hazard will install an approved reduced pressure principle backflow preventer. The reduced pressure principle backflow preventer will be installed by the customer at a location in the service line approved by the City Utilities Department.  In some instances, a double check valve assembly can be used on the service line if the equipment or process having the high degree of hazard is isolated by using a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer or by using an air gap.

(d)
All applications for water service will be reviewed to determine the level of backflow prevention required before construction begins.  All new construction will be inspected for cross connections before connection to the city water system.  The City Building Official will perform the inspections inside the city limits and a representative of the City Utilities Department will conduct the inspections outside the city limits.

(B)
Existing services.
(1)
When water services are enlarged or replaced, the service will be considered to be a new service and the appropriate backflow prevention device will be installed using the criteria listed for new services.

(2)
Facilities where cross connections are suspected will be inspected on a priority basis.  When cross connections are found, the customer will be notified in writing to remove the cross connection or install the proper backflow prevention device within a period of time specified by the Director of Utilities.  Failure to remove the cross connection or install the proper backflow prevention device may result in discontinuation of water service.

(3)
All presently installed backflow prevention devices which are not listed on the SCDHEC list of approved devices but were approved devices for the purposes described herein at the time of their installation and which have been properly maintained, shall be allowed to remain in service so long as in the opinion of the inspector they will satisfactorily protect the water system.  Whenever the existing device, is moved from the present location or requires more than minimum maintenance or when the Utilities Department finds that continued use constitutes a hazard to health, the unit shall be replaced by an approved backflow prevention device.

(C)
Testing requirements.
(1)
Double check valve assemblies and reduced pressure principle backflow preventers must be tested upon installation and annually thereafter by an individual certified by SCDHEC to test backflow prevention devices.

2002 S-1
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(2)
The test results will be reported on a form mailed to the customer by the city on an annual basis.  The form will include a date by which the form must be returned.

(D)
Enforcement.
(1)
Compliance with the backflow prevention program is a condition of service for all customers and compliance is mandatory for continued service.

(2)
Failure of a customer to comply with city(s installation, maintenance or testing requirements will result in discontinuation of service ten days after written notice from the Utilities Department or Building Inspector.

(E)
Administrative cost.  A fee of $1 per month will be charged to customers requiring backflow prevention equipment monitoring.  The fee will cover administrative cost of monitoring and will be attached to the base charge.

(Ord. 89-08-0, passed 10-10-89)

( 54.08  RATES AND FEES.
Water and sewer rates shall be as follows:  All fees, rates, and charges are adopted by City Council each fiscal year and are subject to change from time to time as necessary.

(Am. Ord. passed 11‑20‑12)
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CHAPTER 55:  WATER
Section

Drought Response
55.01
Policy; purpose and intent

55.02
Definitions

55.03
Nonessential water use

55.04
Drought alert phases

55.05
New connections; rates

55.06
Rationing

55.07
Enforcement

55.08
Variances

55.99
Penalty

DROUGHT RESPONSE
( 55.01  POLICY; PURPOSE AND INTENT.
(A)
To achieve the greatest public benefit from domestic water use, sanitation fire protection, and to provide water for other purposes in an equitable manner, the city hereby adopts the following regulations and restrictions on the delivery and consumption of water.

(B)
This subchapter is hereby declared to be necessary for the preservation of public health, safety and welfare and shall take effect upon its adoption by the city.

(C)
Whenever, in the judgment of the City Council it becomes necessary to conserve water in the service area, due to drought or other causes, the Mayor is authorized to issue a proclamation that existing drought conditions prevent fulfillment of the usual water use demands.  The proclamation shall attempt to prevent depleting the water supply to the extent that water use for human consumption, sanitation, fire protection and other essential needs become endangered.  Immediately upon the issuance of a proclamation, regulations and restrictions set forth herein shall become effective and remain in effect until the water shortage is terminated and the proclamation rescinded.
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(D)
Water uses, regulated or prohibited under this subchapter, are considered to be non‑essential; continuation of the uses during times of water shortage are deemed to constitute a waste of water, subjecting the offender(s) to penalties as provided in ( 55.99.

(E)
The provisions of this subchapter shall apply to water customers of the city.

((88 Code, ( 17.701)

( 55.02  DEFINITIONS.
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.

AESTHETIC WATER USE.  Water use for ornamental or decorative purposes such as fountains, reflecting pools and waterfalls.

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL WATER USE.  Water use integral to the production of goods and/or services by any establishment having financial profit as their primary aim.

CONSERVATION.  Reduction in water use to prevent depletion of waste of the resource.

CUSTOMER.  Any person, company or organization using water supplied by the city.

DOMESTIC WATER USE.  Water used for personal needs or for household purposes such as drinking, bathing, heating, cooking, sanitation or for cleaning a residence, business, industry or institution.

DROUGHT ALERT PHASES.
(1)
Moderate drought shall mean when the Palmer Index reaches the ‑1.50 to ‑2.99 range and moderate drought conditions have been verified by best available information and conditions indicate this situation is expected to persist.

(2)
Severe drought shall mean when the Palmer Index reaches the ‑3.00 to ‑3.99 range and  severe drought conditions have been verified by best available information.

(3)
Extreme drought shall mean when the Palmer Index reaches or falls below ‑4.00 and extreme drought conditions are verified by best available information.

DROUGHT RESPONSE COMMITTEE.  A committee composed of state and local representatives created for the purpose of coordinating responses to water shortages within drought management areas and making recommendations for action to the South Carolina Water Resources Commission and/or the Governor.
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ESSENTIAL WATER USE.  Water used specifically for firefighting, maintaining in stream flow requirements and to satisfy federal, state or local public health and safety requirements.

EVEN NUMBERED ADDRESS.  Street addresses, box numbers or rural route numbers ending in 0, 2, 4, 6, 8 or letters A through M and locations without addresses.

INSTITUTIONAL WATER USE.  Water used by government, public and private educational institutions, public medians and rights‑of‑way, churches and their places of worship, water utilities and other lands, buildings and organizations within the public domain.

LANDSCAPE WATER USE.  Water used to maintain gardens, trees, lawns, shrubs, flowers, athletic fields, rights of way and medians.

ODD NUMBERED ADDRESS.  Addresses, box numbers or rural route numbers ending in 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 or letters N through Z.

PALMER INDEX.  A measure of the severity of a drought or a wet spell in an area.  Dry conditions shall be associated with negative values; wet conditions with positive values and normal conditions shall have a value of zero.

WATER SHORTAGE.  A lack of adequate available water to meet normal demands due to lower than normal precipitation, reduced stream flows or soil moisture and/or lowering of the potentiometric surface in wells which causes water supplies to be less than usual.

((88 Code, ( 17.702)

( 55.03  NONESSENTIAL WATER USE.
Nonessential water use categories may be curtailed during severe or extreme drought.  Examples of nonessential water uses shall be as follows:

(A)
Residential and institutional.
(1)
Washing down sidewalks, walkways, driveways, parking lots, tennis courts or other hard surfaced areas;

(2)
Washing down buildings or structures for purposes other than immediate fire protection;

(3)
Flushing gutters or permitting water to run or accumulate in any gutter or street;

(4)
Washing any motor bike, motor vehicle, boat, trailer, airplane or other vehicle in public or private garages or elsewhere;
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(5)
Maintaining fountains, reflection ponds and decorative water bodies for aesthetic or scenic purposes, except where necessary to support aquatic life;

(6)
Filling or maintaining public or private swimming pools; and

(7)
Sprinkling lawns, plants, trees and other flora on private or public property, except as otherwise provided under this subchapter.

(B)
Commercial and industrial.
(1)
Serving water routinely in restaurants;

(2)
Increasing water levels in scenic and recreational ponds and lakes, except for the minimum amount required to support fish and wildlife;

(3)
Irrigating golf courses and any portion of its grounds, except as otherwise provided under this subchapter;

(4)
Obtaining water from hydrants for construction purposes, fire drills or for any purpose other than firefighting;

(5)
Serving customers who have been given a ten-day notice to repair leaks and have failed to comply; and

(6)
Expanding commercial nursery facilities, placing new irrigated agricultural land in production or planting or landscaping when required by site design review process.

((88 Code, ( 17.703)

( 55.04  DROUGHT ALERT PHASES.
(A)
Levels of drought, as set forth in the South Carolina Drought Response Act of 1985, are classified as moderate, severe and extreme.

(B)
Proclamations shall coordinate an appropriate response to the level of drought which exists. Proclamations setting forth responses to the various drought alert phases shall be based upon drought monitoring data, recommendations, declarations and/or notifications supplied by the regional Drought Response Committee or the South Carolina Water Resources Commission.

(1)
Moderate drought alert phase.  When conditions indicate that a moderate drought condition is present, and is expected to persist, the Water Resources Commission will activate the Drought Information Center.  It will notify the City Council by certified mail and issue press releases concerning the drought conditions to the news media.


Water
43

(a)
Goal.  The goal of this phase is:

1.
A 15% voluntary water use reduction for agricultural, commercial, industrial, institutional and electric power generation purposes; and

2.
A 30% voluntary water use reduction for residential customers.

(b)
General responses.
1.
Issue a public notice of drought conditions of water supply and demand in a local newspaper of general circulation which shall include a list of nonessential water uses as provided in ( 55.03;

2.
Institute an increased water supply system maintenance effort to identify and correct water leaks; and

3.
Encourage water customers to comply with the listed voluntary water use restrictions in all categories, while moderate drought conditions exist.

(c)
Water use restrictions.
1.
Agriculture, irrigation and livestock, implement conservation techniques, explore different water saving methods and use alternative sources;

2.
Commercial, industrial and institutional, reduce aesthetic, domestic, landscaping and water‑based recreational activities such as swimming pools, water slides and other related water activities;

3.
Electric power generation;

4.
Residential:

a.
Reduce water use to 75 gallons per person per day, and a maximum of 300 gallons per household per day; and

b.
Reduce domestic, landscaping and water-based recreational activities such as swimming pools, water slides and other related water activities.

(2)
Severe drought alert phase.  A drought of this severity usually requires an official declaration and implementation of mandatory water use restrictions by the S.C. Water Resource Commission.  In such cases, the Commission will notify City Council and issue press releases concerning the drought conditions to the news media.
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(a)
Goal.  The goal of this phase is:

1.
A 15% water use reduction for agricultural, commercial, industrial, institutional and electric power generation purposes;

2.
A 30% water use reduction for residential customers.

(b) 
General responses.
1.
Issue a public notice of drought conditions of water supply and demand in a local newspaper of general circulation which shall include a list of water use curtailment measures; and

2.
Require water customers to comply with the listed water use restrictions in all categories while severe drought conditions exist.

(c)
Water use restrictions.
1.
Agriculture, irrigation and livestock.

a.
Implement conservation techniques, explore different water saving methods and use alternative sources; and

b.
Restrict irrigation use from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. and prohibit water run‑off.

2.
Commercial, industrial and institutional.

a.
Prohibit aesthetic water use;

b.
Reduce domestic water use to minimum levels necessary for maintaining health and safety;

c.
Limit water‑based recreational activities to new facilities that require filling such as swimming pools, water slides and other related water activities;

d.
Use low‑volume hand‑held applications only and prohibit sprinklers, other remote broadcast devices and water run‑off in landscape design and maintenance; and

e.
Restrict landscape watering to Wednesday and Saturday for odd numbered address and Thursday and Sunday for even numbered addresses.

3.
Electric power generation;
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4.
Residential.

a.
Restrict water use to 75 gallons per person per household per day, and a maximum of 300 gallons per household per day;

b.
Limit water‑based recreational activities to new facilities that require filling such as swimming pools, water slides and other related water activities;

c.
Use low‑volume hand‑held applications only and prohibit sprinklers, other remote broadcast devices and water run‑off in landscape design and maintenance; and

d.
Restrict landscape watering to Wednesday and Saturday for odd numbered addresses and Thursday and Sunday for even numbered addresses.

(3)
Extreme drought alert phase. The S.C. Water Resources Commission will notify City Council by certified mail and issue press releases concerning the drought conditions to the news media. Water use restrictions imposed during extreme drought conditions shall be mandatory.

(a)
Goal.  The goal of this phase is:

1.
A 15% water use reduction for agricultural, commercial, industrial and electric power generation purposes; and

2.
A 30% water use reduction for institutional and residential customers.

(b)
General responses.
1.
Issue a public notice of drought conditions of water supply and demand in a local newspaper of general circulation which shall include a list of water use curtailment measures; and

2.
Require water customers to comply with the listed water use restrictions in all categories while severe drought conditions exist.

(c)
Water use restrictions.
1.
Agriculture, irrigation and livestock.

a.
Implement conservation techniques, explore different water saving methods and use alternative sources; and

b.
Restrict irrigation use from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. and prohibit water run‑off.
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2.
Commercial and industrial.

a.
Prohibit aesthetic water use;

b.
Reduce domestic water use to minimum levels necessary to maintain health and safety;

c.
Prohibit water‑based recreational activities that require filling such as swimming pools, water slides and other related water activities;

d.
Use low‑volume hand‑held applications only and prohibit sprinklers, other remote broadcast devices and water run‑off in landscape design and maintenance; and

e.
Restrict landscape watering to Wednesday and Saturday for odd numbered address and Thursday and Sunday for even numbered addresses.

3.
Electric power generation;

4.
Institutional.

a.
Prohibit aesthetic water use;

b.
Reduce domestic water use to minimum levels necessary to maintain health and safety;

c.
Prohibit water‑based recreational activities that require filling such as swimming pools, water slides and other related water activities;

d.
Use low‑volume hand‑held applications only and prohibit sprinklers, other remote broadcast devices and water run‑off in landscape design and maintenance; and

e.
Restrict landscape watering to Wednesday and Saturday for odd numbered address and Thursday and Sunday for even numbered addresses.

5.
Residential.

a.
Restrict water use to 55 gallons per person per day, and a maximum of 220 gallons per household per day;

b.
Reduce domestic water use to minimum levels necessary to maintain health and safety;
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c.
Prohibit water‑based recreational activities that require filling such as swimming pools, water slides and other related water activities;

d.
Use low‑volume hand‑held applications only and prohibit sprinklers, other remote broadcast devices and water run‑off in landscape design and maintenance; and

e.
Restrict landscape watering to Wednesday and Saturday for odd numbered address and Thursday and Sunday for even numbered addresses.

((88 Code, ( 17.704)

( 55.05  NEW CONNECTIONS; RATES.
(A)
(1)
Correspondence regarding water availability, pipeline extension agreements and applications requesting service shall include conditions relating to water shortages.

(2)
No applications for new, additional, further expanded or an increase in size of water service connections, meters, service lines, pipeline extensions, mains or other water service facilities of any kind shall be allowed, approved or installed, unless the action is in compliance with the provisions of the subchapter.

((88 Code, ( 17.705)

(B)
In the event of an extreme drought related water shortage, the city is hereby authorized to monitor water use and limit households to 100 gallons per household member per day.  Domestic water use above this limit shall be subject to a surcharge of $.10 per gallon.  Institutional, commercial, industrial and recreational water users shall be subject to water use surcharges of $100 per 1,000 gallons of water used, if the city deems adequate conservation measures have not been implemented.  ((88 Code, ( 17.706)

( 55.06  RATIONING.
In the event a drought threatens the preservation of public health and safety, the rationing of water is hereby authorized.

((88 Code, ( 17.707)

( 55.07  ENFORCEMENT.
(A)
The police officers of the city shall, in addition to duties imposed by law, diligently enforce the provisions of this subchapter.
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(B)
Management employees of the city, Department of Public Works and Fire Department are hereby authorized and directed to enforce the provisions of this subchapter and shall have the authority to issue written notices to appear when violations of this subchapter occur during any declared moderate, severe or extreme drought or water shortage.

((88 Code, ( 17.709)

( 55.08  VARIANCES.
(A)
Persons not capable of immediate water use reduction or curtailment, because of equipment damage or other extreme circumstances, shall commence gradual reduction of water use within 24 hours of the declaration of water use curtailment/reduction and shall apply for a variance from curtailment.

(B)
Persons requesting exemption from the provisions of this subchapter shall file a petition for variance with the city within ten days after the curtailment becomes effective.

(C)
When the provisions of this subchapter have been invoked by the city by an action independent of the S.C. Water Resources Commission or invoked by the city acting at the direction of the Water Resources Commission, persons requesting exemption from the provision of this subchapter shall file a petition for variance with the city within ten days of the effective date of water use curtailment or reduction.  The city shall respond to requests for variances within five days of receipt of information or within 20 days of declaration of the curtailment, whichever comes first.

(D)
Petitions shall contain the following information:

(1)
Name and address of the petitioner(s);

(2)
Purpose of water use;

(3)
Specific provision from which relief is requested;

(4)
Detailed statement as to how the curtailment declaration adversely affects the petitioner;

(5)
Description of the relief desired;

(6)
Period of time for which the variance is sought;

(7)
Economic value of the water use;

(8)
Damage or harm to the petitioner or others if petitioner complies with this subchapter;

(9)
Restrictions with which the petitioner is expected to comply and the compliance date;
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(10)
Steps the petitioner is taking to meet the restrictions from which variance is sought and the expected date of compliance; and


(11)
Other pertinent information, as requested.

(E)
In order for a variance to be granted, petitioner shall show one or more of the following conditions:

(1)
Compliance cannot be technically accomplished during the duration of the water shortage; and

(2)
Alternative methods can be implemented which will achieve the same level of reduction in water use.

(F)
The City Administrator may, in writing, grant temporary variances for existing water uses otherwise prohibited under this subchapter, if it is determined that failure to grant the variances would cause an emergency condition adversely affecting health, sanitation or fire protection for the public or the petitioner and if one or more of the aforementioned conditions is met.  The City Council shall ratify or revoke any variance at its next scheduled meeting.  Any variance so ratified may be revoked by later action of the Council.

(G)
No variance shall be retroactive or otherwise justify any violation of this subchapter occurring prior to the issuance of the variance.

(H)
Variances granted by the City Administrator shall be subject to the following conditions, unless waived or modified by the City Council:

(1)
Variances granted shall include a timetable for compliance.

(2)
Variances granted shall expire when the water shortage no longer exists, unless the petitioner has failed to meet specified requirements.

((88 Code, ( 17.710)

( 55.99  PENALTY.
(A)
Except as otherwise stated herein, violators of any provision of (( 55.01 through 55.08 shall be penalized as follows:

(1)
A first offense shall be an infraction with a fine of $50.
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(2)
A second offense shall be an infraction with a fine of $100.

(3)
A third and subsequent offense within the same drought period shall be a misdemeanor with a fine of $200.

(4)
The aforementioned fines and penalties may be in lieu of, or in addition to, any other penalty provided by law.

(B)
After issuing one warning by certified mail, the water service of any person or customer may be disconnected whenever it is determined that the person has failed to comply with the provisions of this subchapter.  Services disconnected under the circumstances shall be restored only upon payment of a reconnection charge, hereby established at $25, and any other costs incurred by the city in discontinuing service.  In addition, suitable assurances shall be given to the city that the same action shall not be repeated during the drought or water shortage.

((88 Code, ( 17.708)

